










THE STAFF (or STAVES)
Music can be written on a staff. There are different types of staves  (the plural of staff  is
staves), but for a bandsperson the most common is 5-line staff and the single-line staff.

Since you play a wind instrument, you'll only use the 5-line staff, while percussionist will
use both staves! 
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Name                                              
Period                                              

Instrument                                              

Single-line
Staff

5-line
Staff

                                 



                                 

The 5-line staff has 5 lines and 4 spaces. The single-line staff only has 1 line and 0 spaces:

On the 5-line staff, we start numbering from the bottom most line or space. 

Line 5

Line 4

Line 3

Line 2

Line 1

Space 4

Space 3

Space 2

Space 1

Line 1

ASSINGMENT
Directions: Use the information above to answer the following questions.

How many space are on a 5-line staff?                             

Which line number is the bottom line on a 5-line staff?                            

Which line number is the middle line on a 5-line staff?                            

Which space number is the top space on a 5-line staff?                            

Which staff or staves are you likely to use ?                                                   
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    



CLEFS
All staves have a clef at the beginning of them. There are many types of clefs. Here are
some common clefs and the instruments most likely to use them:

Name                                              
Period                                              

Instrument                                              

Treble
Clef

Bass
Clef

Alto
Clef

Percussion
Clef

Flute
Clarinet

Trumpet
Violin

Percussion

Bassoon
Trombone

Tuba
Cello

Percussion

Viola Percussion

or

Your instrument uses a treble clef, which always sits on a 5-line staff. Clefs can tell us the
names of the notes on a line or space.  

But sometimes
lower-case.

Originally, treble clef was 
an upper-case letter G.

This told us that the note
that sits on line 2 is a G.

At some point in time, the
letter d told us line 4 is D.

This evolved into the
treble clef we use today.

While the lower-case D is unrecognizable, the G can still be seen in it:

ASSIGNMENT
Directions: Use the information above to answer the following questions.
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2
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4

5

Name an instument that might use a treble clef?                                        

What clef (or clefs) does your instrument use?                                        

Name an instument that might use a bass clef?                                        

What note sits on line 2 of a staff with a treble clef?                                        

What type of staff does a treble clef sit on?                                        
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NOTES ON STAFF
Name                                              

Period                                              
Instrument                                              

Treble
Clef

Bass
Clef

Percussion
Clef

The names of these notes are determined by which line or space the note is on.
Here is what the notes are called in treble clef:

sitting on
space 1, F...

A note sitting on
line 1 is called E...

Notice there are two E's and F's. In music we only use
the letters A, B, C, D, E, F, & G, then start over, in a loop:

Here's how all the notes on 
the staff in treble clef look:

ASSIGNMENT
Directions: Use the information above to answer the following questions about treble clef.

1

2

3

4

What letters make up the musical alphabet?                                        

What are the 5 letters we use for naming notes on lines?                                        

What are the 4 letters we use for naming notes on spaces?                                        

(10 pts each) What is the name of a note sitting on...
          
        line 3?                   space 2?                  line 5?                  space 4?            
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Notes sit on lines and spaces of a staff. 

Lines                                                     Spaces 
F
D
B
G
E

E
C
A
F

on line 4,
D etc.

E                                    F                                D

E       F       G       A        B       C      D       E       F

This is called the
musical alphabet.

Line 5
Line 4
Line 3
Line 2
Line 1

Space 4
Space 3
Space 2
Space 1





 

 



OTHER CLEFS
Name                                              

Period                                              
Instrument                                              

The lines and spaces for percussion clef however can be used to represent different 
percussion instruments and more:

Like in treble clef, bass clef uses
the musical alphabet, in a loop:

Here's how all the notes on 
the staff in bass clef look:

ASSIGNMENT
Directions: Use the information above to answer the following questions:

1

2

3

4

What do lines and space usually represent in percussion clef?                                        

What are the 5 letters we use for naming notes on lines in bass clef?                                   

What are the 4 letters we use for naming notes on spaces in bass clef?                               

(10 pts each) In bass clef, what is the name of a note sitting on...
          
        line 4?                   space 1?                  line 5?                  space 3?            
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Note names in bass clef are different than treble clef: 

Lines                                                 Spaces
A
F
D
B
G

G
E
C
A

 G       A       B       C       D       E      F       G       A

Line 5
Line 4
Line 3
Line 2
Line 1

Space 4
Space 3
Space 2
Space 1

Snare Drum
Crash Cymbal
Wood Block
Not used

Space 4
Space 3
Space 2
Space 1

Line 1 Bass Drum





RHYTHM 1
Name                                              

Period                                              
Instrument                                              

This is a quarter-note: 

A quarter-note is held for half as long as a half-note, and a fourth as long as a whole-note.
Remember in math a quarter is the same as one-fourth (or 1/4).

Another way to think about this is a whole-note is held for twice as long as a half-note, or
4 times as long as a quarter-note.

Finally, is a rhythm tree:
 

It helps us to visualize note length. We'll add more to it later. 

ASSIGNMENT
Directions: Use the information above to answer the following questions:

1

2

3

4

A half-note is held for                                 as long as a whole-note.

How much longer is a half-note than a quarter-note?                                        

How much longer is a whole-note than a quarter-note?                               

In England, a quarter-note is called a crochet, in Germany it's called a viertelnote,

isn't that strange?                  
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In music, notes are held for different lengths. In many parts of the world, we use fractions
to tell us note length. America is one of those places. 

This is a whole-note:                                   This is a half-note:

As, the names suggest, a half-note is held for half as long as a whole-note.

 


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